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AUBURN HIGH SCHOOL 
ALUMNI 2019 BANQUET 


“I think I can, | think | can” That was the motto of the Little Engine that Could. In 
the fable, a long train with many cars tries to find a steam engine that will pull it 
over a large mountain. The larger, more powerful engines refuse to haul the train 
because it is too large and they do not believe they are up to the job, Finally, the 

Little Engine—who was designed just to work in the train yard—volunteers for the 
mighty task. As he pulls the long chain of cars over the mountain, he tells himself, 
“| think | can, | think | can.” Amazingly, our little hero accomplishes his task. The 

Auburn High School Alumni also set a goal of keeping the Alumni Banquet going. 

We were successful, thanks to all who volunteered to help with the 2020 Banquet. 
With Teamwork “WE KNOW WE CAN, WE KNOW WE CAN! 


| think I can. | think I can.. 


AUBURN RURAL HIGH SCHOOL 


1917 - 2019 


Alumni Banquet 
Saturday, May 25, 2019- Auburn Community Center 
Social hour Noon Banquet 1:00 p.m. 


Welcome............ asaq90an00OCCOR? Shirley Birtell Carls (1954) 
INnVOCACION.<....0025-c.ccecescesesecees John Birtell (1961) 
Banquet 
Remarks from President............... Shirley Birtell Carls (1954) 
2018 Minutes, Treasurer’s report, 2019 Correspondence and Secretary Notes; reports in 
Program........... Corinne Shane Robinson (1960) 
Memorials.................000. Shirley Birtell Carls (1954) 
Response Honor Classes.......... 1949-1959-1969 


Recognition of Classes 1942 - 1969 
Recognition of Veterans 
Song..... “God Bless America”........ See below 


Closing.......... Singing of School Song 


Stand up and Cheer; Cheer Loud and Long for Dear old AUBURN for today we 
raise the gold and blue above all other; Our sturdy team now is fighting and 

we are sure to Win the fight, We’ve got the Vim, Rah! Rah! We’re sure to Win, 
Rah! Rah! For this is DEAR OLD AUBURN’S night. 


Thank You’s: Today’s meal Catered by: 


Claudette Winrick Kohn (1954) and husband Deane - Social Hour Jeannie Emley............ Wakarusa, Kansas 


Mary Baxter Davis (1957) - Table Decorations Roast Beef, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Vegetable, 
Pasta Salad, Roll and Apple Crisp. 


Malcolm Moore (1967) - Facility Committee 


GOD BLESS AMERICA God bless America, 
My home, sweet 
home. 


Pete and Romona Copp - for all they do for the 


Community Center God bless America, 


The board of the Auburn Land that | love, 

Community Center Stand beside her and guide her 

doesn’t charge us foruse | Through the night with the light from above; 
of the building; we like to 
give them a donation for From the mountains, to the prairies, 
help with the utilities we To the oceans white with foam, 


use. Thanks you for your God bless America, 
donation. My home, sweet home. 


School 


AMIERTEN 


The 101st Alumni Banquet of the Auburn Rural High School was held on May 26, 2018, at the Auburn Community 
Center in the Ray Nichols Gym. 


The Social Hour started at 5:00 p.m. hosting were Claudette (Winrick) Kohn, (Class of 1954) and her husband, 
Deane. 


President, Sharon (Havens) Winrick, (Class of 1958) welcomed everyone to the Banquet. The Invocation was 
given by John Birtell (Class of 1961). 


The meal was served at 6:00 p.m. to 61 Alumni and 30 guests, 3 Alumni and 5 guests with reservations were able 
to attend. The meal was catered by “MicFarland’s Restaurant”. 


After the meal, President, Sharon (Havens) Winrick, thanked all the people who helped with the banquet, 
especially Donna (Whitten) Wools, (Class of 1965) who at the last minute was able to get “McFarland’s to cater 
our Banquet, Donna also made the delicious Chocolate Cakes. She thanked her Vice-President, Shirley (Birtell) 
Carls, Class of 1954 and Secretary-Treasurer, Corinne (Shane) Robinson, Class of 1960 for all their help. Thanks 
was also given to Claudette (Winrick) Kohn and her daughter, Denise Ellis for the beautiful table decorations. 
She thanked everyone who helped set up for the Banquet. It takes lots of teamwork to get ready for the 
Banquets. 


Our guest pianist Sharon Heitman played several musical selections on the keyboard. The Alumni enjoyed her 
music. Also are guests, Pete and Romona Copp, who see that we are able to reserve the Community Center rent 
free each year. Romona gave an update on the Center; we took a donation to help with expenses. Pete told us 
that he graduated from Topeka High also 70 years ago and gave us some highlights of his years there. 


A copy of the written 2017 minutes, treasurer’s report and correspondences were included in the program book. 
Copies of the correspondences for 2018 were at the end of these minutes, Secretary, Corinne (Shane) Robinson 
(1960). 


Memorials were given by Shirley (Birtell) Carls (1954). Those names that were read were: Lester Kelly, Class of 1936; Ralph 
Atwood, Class of 1941; Francenia (Eaton) Wilson, Class of 1943; Harold Lowry, Class of 1944; Betty (Yustick) Croucher, Class 
of 1947; Lois (Garwood) Brobst, Class of 1949; Thomas (Tom) Snyder, Class of 1953; Virginia (Koci) Denton and Marcus 
Malm, Class of 1954; Larry Tucker, Class of 1956; Beverly (Brobst) McCarter, Class of 1958; Carolyn (Blatt) Warkentine, Class 
of 1960; William (Bill) Mayer, Class of 1962. 


Responses from Honor Classes of 1948, 1958 and 1968. There was one from the 70" year class of 1948 attending, Winifred 
(Winnie) Mitchell. Two members from the 60" class of 1958, Sharon (Havens) Winrick and Walter Baxter were in 
attendance. Those in attendance from the 50 year Class of 1968 were: Lynn (Nelson) Drake, Mike McCarter, Darwin 
Morris, Greg Ross, Shirley (Perry) Thornwall, and Jim Towery. 


Recognition of Classes 1917-1969. 

1 Class of 1946 1 Class of 1950 6 Class of 1953 2 Class of 1956 | 3 Class of 1960 3 Class of 1963 2 Class of 1966 2 Class 1969 

1 Class of 1948 4 Class of 1951 6 Class of 1954 5 Class of 1957 | 2 Class of 1961 0 Class of 1964 2 Class of 1967 

1 Class of 1949 1 Class of 1952 3 Class of 1955 2 Class of 1958 | 2 Class of 1962 6 Class of 1965 6 Class of 1968 
Officers for 2019: President; Shirley Birtell Carls (Class of 1954) No Vice-President; Corinne Shane Robinson (Class 
of 1960) Secretary-Treasurer. 


We saluted our Veterans by having them stand after which we sang “God Bless America”. 


We ended our 2018 Alumni Banquet with the singing of our School Song. 
Corinne Shane Robinson Secretary-Treasurer 


TREASURER’S REPORT ................May 26, 2018 EXPENSES: 


INCOME: McFarland’s for meals.......ssscscsssssssecesssssessessensveee $1,400.00 


Beginning Balance.........s.cessccsscssssssessessseseaes $1,000.70 Other meal CxpeNnses.......scecsssssccesssessscessccseseraseaves $155.00 


Reservations & Donations.......ccsssscsrcerseees $1,350.00 Postage for InVitatiOnS..........ssscsssssscessscsnssesessenees $100.00 


Collection for Community Center............0006 $325.00 Donations to Community Center........sssssssssesseeees $325.00 


Total INCOME......scccscssssssesssccsseeeceeseees $2,675.70 Total ExP@nSes......sssssssscsessesessnssevsesenesensesees $1,980.00 


ENDING BALANCE 


Expenses for Invitation, envelopes, programs, punch for social hour, table decorations and other Banquet expenses 
and money donations were donated by Sharon and Ray Winrick, Shirley Carls, Malcolm Moore, Claudette and Deane 
Kohn, Dean and Corinne Robinson. 


E-Mail from Don Nichols (1951) Stymie9999 @roadrunner.com Corinne, | always enjoy 
getting the yearly notice of the Auburn banquet—lots of names and pics that | remember from 
years ago. | know you do a lot of work to keep everyone informed, this is appreciated by all who 
went to school at Auburn. | hope you have a good turnout this year — 1 won’t make it but will be 


remembering all the good times we had. Don Nichols 


E-Mail from Anne Crouch Patton nannygap@yahoo.com Send new address and added | was living 
with my daughter until my apartment became available in Lewisville, Texas. Please keep me in 
your news and updates for the Auburn Alumni, Thanks so much. Anne Crouch Patton 


Note from Sherral Sherrets Clark Class of 1955 Thanks you all for your Herculean efforts to keep our Alumni Assoc. star 
shining! Lunch is a good idea! | regret | won’t be in Kansas.at this time Blessings! Sherral 


| appreciate the personal notes; Thanks to Rachella Bradley Briggs, Lois Smith Compton and Winnie Mitchell. 


The Friday Night Alumni Potluck on May 25, 2018 was enjoyed by many Alumni. Thanks to Susan Jenkins Garrett for all 
her work in making this event possible. 


Awarded to the following for volunteering to set up & decorate The "Little Engine That Gould Award 
for the 2019 Banquet: 

Malcolm Moore (1967) Maurice Copp (1965) 

Mary Davis Baxter (1956) Rachella Bradley Briggs (1957) Awarded te __ 

Claudette Winrick Kohn (1954) Dean Robinson (1960) 

Shirley Birtell Carls (1954) Corinne Robinson (1960) 

Eugene Childers (1965) Leonard Kelly (1956) Wei can do great things when we BELIEVE WE CAN 
Sharon Havens Winrick (1958) Carole Shane Marple (1963) and are WILLING TO HELP others. 

Jessie Shane Koci (1951) Paul Brobst (1961) 


Awarded to volunteers that are helping with 2020 
Banquet: The Auburn Wildcat Team! 

Shirley Birtell Carls (Class of 1954) Head Cheerleader 
Jessie Shane Koci (Class of 1951) 

Sharon Havens Winrick (Class of 1958) 

Carole Shane Marple ( Class of 1963) 

Maurice Copp (Class of 1965) 


Awarded to the following for volunteering to help clean-up. 
Malcolm Moore (1967) 

Mary Baxter David (1956) 
Sharon Havens Winrick (1958) 
Corinne Shane Robinson (1960) 
Dean Robinson (1960) 

Evelyn Davis (1962) 


Steven Jenkins (1966) 
Joyce Jenkins (1966) 
Eugene Childers (1965) 
Shirley Birtell Carls (1954) 
Jessie Shane Koci (1951) 


Carole Shane Marple (1963) Susan Jenkins Garrett (Class of 1969) 
David Marple (1963) Claudette Winrick Kohn (Class of 1954) 
Bobbie Roberts Flaherty (1965) Mary Baxter Davis (Class of 1956) 
Daniel Henderson (1969) Evelyn Davis (Class of 1962) 


DeLora Garrett Blanck (1954) Corinne Shane Robinson (Class of 1960) 


f 5 YEAR CLASS OF 1969 


Hazel Billings Daniel Henderson 


Married name Jones 


Greg Engler 


Greg has retired from the USPS 
and lives in the Country near 
Tescott, Kansas. One of his post- fA 
retirement jobs is acting 

Historian for the Engler family. 


Martha Engler 


Married name Landis. 
Rodney Cole Susan Jenkins 
Le Enisisee! CC87 ei Married Dennis Garrett, they 
have three children; Jason in 
Seattle, WA with 3 children, 
Janna in Overland Park with 2 
children, and Eric in Ottawa, with 
twin boys. Susan has sold 
antiques for 35 years in her store, 
at shows and on-line. Dennis 
retired as a locomotive engineer 
for Burlington Northern Santa Fe. 
They live in the country outside of 
Carolynehanson Eudora, Kansas and enjoy visits 


Ma od William from their children and 
Martha Decock Birtell. grandchildren. 


James Lowe 


Carol Nelson 


She married Harold 
Alexander, they had two 
sons; Matthew and Evan. 
Carol was an employee 
of Sam Houston State 
University. 


*Deceased 4/18/2012 
Huntsville, Texas 


Christia Rak 
Married name Wagsen 


Daniel Rutherford 


Daniel was killed at a Topeka 
nightclub where he was a 
doorman. He also was sound and 
lighting engineer and had worked 
for several circus and Broadway 
theater companies and various 
rock and roll bands. He 
graduated from Washburn Rural 
High School in 1969 and attended 
the Electronic Institute in Kansas 
City on a scholarship. *Deceased 
4/8/1994 Topeka, Kansas 


Dean Stowe 
Married to Kim Brobst, they 
have three children; Julie, Ami 
and Justin. 


jf 


. ad 


Christine Tillman 


David Turner 


Paula Vaughn 


Gayla Warkentine 


Married Gary Surovik and has 
two children, Wm. Bradley 
Schultz & Amanda E. Schultz 
and step-daughters, Aimee 
Thompson and Ashley 
Surovik. Gayla works as a 
medical assistant for joint 
replacement specialists and 
enjoys her 3 grandchildren and 
Colorado. 


Virgil Brobst 


Lived at 1123 Mulvane 
Topeka and worked part- 
time for Drywall Inc. He 
was also a student at 
Washburn University. (1966) 


Richard Stowe 
Married Doris Glick, April 2, 
1963 in San Francisco. They 
have three children; LeAnne, 
Kim and Dusty and four 
grandchildren; Katie, 
Wesley, Sara and Sam (in 
2013). 


Gale Atherton 


Married Suzy Cales; they have three daughters: 
Tammy Britt, Lisa Jones and Karen Clemens. The 
Atherton’s now have eight grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchildren (in 2013). Gale is a retired 
Journeyman Plumber — after 40 years in the trade; he 
serves as a deacon at Highland Park Baptist, enjoys 
cutting wood with his brother-in-law, seeing his 
great-grandkids in Belleville and drinking coffee 
with his friends at Denny’s. Gale & Suzy reside in 
Topeka. 


Leo Kinnett 


Jan Jacobia 


Keith Henderson : 
He was in the U.S. Navy. 


Married Tristiano and (1966) 


Joel Sukman. (1966) 


Keith is now retired 
and lives in 
Lisle-en-Dodon France. 


Dixie Renyer 
Married Richard Jones and 
had two sons, Richard Jones 


Richard Henderson 


Donna Henry 


Richard died as a result of a 
one-car accident, south of 
Topeka, Kansas. He was a 
lifelong resident of the 
Auburn Community, a senior 
in Auburn High School and a 
member of the Auburn 
Presbyterian church. 
*Deceased 10/26/1958 


Married Clifford Smith 
(later divorced) and they 
had two children, Ronda 
and Jeff. Donna worked at 
General Merchandise 
Distributors, a Fleming 
Corporation. 

*Deceased 11/10/2007 — 
Auburn, Kansas 


Jr. and Samuel Jones; 
daughters-in law, Cynthia 
and Shauna; 
granddaughters, Kayla, 
Holly, Feryn and Baylea; 
and grandsons, Chase, Riley 
and Carson; Dixie worked at 
Merchants National Bank in 
Topeka. *Deceased 
11/8/2011, Topeka, KS 


Class of 1959 - continued 


George Waters (Class of 1959) 


Jot 
year 


Class 


of 


1949 


Velma Faye 
Vawter 
Married Carlton 
Werth (deceased). 
They had five 
children, three of 
whom were 
deceased in 2013. 
Velma retired from 
Stormont-Vail 
Hospital after 20 
years as an LPN. She 
lives in Toneka. 


Ruth Ann Faulk 
Ruth Ann Faulk 
Akard, married 
Robert Zimmerman 
in 1964 their 
children are: 
Tony, Sandy, 
Brian, Jeff, Bill, 
Donna, Kay, 
Bobbie, Duane and 
Judy. 


Married Joan Hoss, they had one son George Warren and a grandson, 
George Nathaniel. George seldom forgot a detail and was always reading and learning new things, useful, practical 

things or history, especially when that history related to machines or human achievements and spirit. As a welder he 
was second to none. George loved animals and nature and his family. *Deceased May 26, 2015 — Scranton, Kansas 


Bob Kathe (Class of 1959) 

Married Diane and had three sons, Michael, Dave 

and Ron; daughters-in-law, Vickie and Kelly and grandchildren, 
Brandi, Zachary, Matthew and Connor (in 2008). Robert was a 
veteran optical laboratory owner and executive. He was 
inducted into the Optical Laboratories Association Hall of Fame 
in 2005 and honored with the optical industry’s “Good Fellow” 
award in 2004. Bob loved tennis, golf, classic cars, fishing and 
watching his grandchildrren in their various activities. 
*Deceased 10/14/2008 - Mesa,Arizona 


Russell Koci 


Married Jessie Shane (class 
of 1951); they have two 
children, seven 
grandchildren, two step- 
grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchildren (in 
2013). Russell is retired 
from Goodyear in Topeka. 


Lewis Dyche 

Married Virgina Brobst 
(deceased 2005) and 

Jill N. Latta in October 2007. 
The Dyches have six children: 
Don, David, Deborah, Keith, 
Bryan and Melissa. Lewis has 
an MS from Pittsburg State; 
he retired after 20 years at 
Northwest Missouri State U. 
where he taught Health and 
Physical Education while 
coaching Swimming, Football 
and Basketball. His teams won 
the Division II National 
Championships in Football 

for 2001,2002&2003. 

The Dyche’s live in Marysville, 
Missouri, in spring and summer 
and in Lehigh Acres, 

Florida, in fall & winter. 


Marjorie Brobst 

She was married to John 
“Jack” Baxter, they had three 
daughters: Connie, Cindy and 
Brenda. Marjorie was a farm 
wife all her married life. She 
worked outside the home in 
various positions and served as 
postmaster relief at the 
Harveyville Post Office for ten 
years. *Deceased 7/23/2003 — 
Topeka, Kansas 


Alice Lowry 

She was married to George 
Rickel in 1952, they had six 
children: Cleon, Greg, Eric, 
Samantha, Randall and 
Rodney. Alice attended 
College of Emporia (C of E 
Presbyterian) in Emporia, 
Kansas for two years. She 
was a homemaker. 
*Deceased 10/25/2007 — 
Hoyt, Kansas 


William Jack Keck 


Married Marlene Moore, 
(class of 1951) and had two sons 
Lynn and Timothy; 
grandchildren: Kirsten, Ashley, 
Steven and Andrea; 

and great-grandchildren, 
Karma and Serenity (in 2013). 
*Deceased 8/11/2013 — 


Topeka, Kansas 


Robert Snyder 

Married Leona Koci, (class 
of 1949). They had three 
sons: Douglas, Bruce and 
Gary. They were divorced. 
Bob retired from Topeka 
Foundry and Iron Works in 
1991. He also repaired 
farm equipment and served 
in the Marine Corps from 
1952-54.*Deceased 10/28/1998 
— Auburn Kansas 


John Yustick Jr. 

John married Rita Schiffelbein in 1957 and they had five 
children: Michael, Terri, Vicki, Linda and Brenda. 
John received a degree in Business 
Administration from Washburn U. and was a 
supervisor at Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co. for 32 
years before he retired in 1988. He owned and 
operated JY Motors in Topeka for 44 years and had 
held the rank of captain in the USAF. 

*Deceased 2/1/2002 — Topeka, Kansas 


Dale Gifford 

He was married to Wanda Shane, 
(class of 1948). They had three 
sons, Donald, John and Ronald. 
They divorced and Dale later 
married Lois Bell Myers. Dale was 
a truck driver for Flemings Co., 
Topeka Van and Storage and other 
trucking firms. At the time of his 
death, he worked as a driver for 
Brewster Place.* Deceased 
2/12/1993 — Topeka, KS 


Lois Garwood 

Married Kenneth Brobst, (class 
of 1950) in 1956. They 
had three children, Kim 
Annette, Janet Pauline 
and Jeffrey Alan. She was a 
member of the Auburn 
Presbyterian Church, in Auburn, 
Kansas. 

*Deceased 3/10/2018 — Topeka, 
Kansas. 


Walter Thompson 


Married Wilma Schweizer 
Stukey in 1967 and had two step- 
children, James and Penny. 
Walter was an Army veteran of 
the Korean War. He was 
employed at the Pauline Co-op 
for several years and retired from 
Roach Hardware in 1965. 
*Deceased 4/28/2007 — Topeka, 
Kansas 


Leona Koci 

Leona was married to Robert 
Snyder (class of 1949) and they 
had three boys: Douglas, Bruce 
and Gary. They later divorced. 
Leona worked for Security 
Benefit Life for many years. 
Leona was a lifelong member 
of Auburn Presbyterian 
Church. She was an avid 
gardener and loved to travel. 
Leona’s hobbies also included 
playing the piano and 
accordion.* Deceased 
04/07/2015 — Auburn, Kansas 


CLASS OF 
1949 


CLASS OF 1949 - 
CONTINUED 


Robert Crawford 


He started his television career in 1952 as a cameraman for WIBW-TV in Topeka, wherehe . 
worked until joining ABC in 1958. He worked on many special events including 

The Lawrence Welk Show, the Apollo 8 landing aboard the USS Yorktown, the Battle of the 
Network Stars, The Dinah Shore Winner Circle, The Colgate Triple Crown, Hollywood Palace & 
Summer Jam. He was especially proud of the work he did at the inaugurations of 


Presidents Nixon & Reagan. *Deceased 12/31/2011 - Palm Springs, CA 


| John Keck 


Married Geraldean Johnson, “Geri”; Both died in an 
auto accident leaving 8 children: Linda, Peggy, Jackie, 
John, Jeanette, Rhonda, Jill and Christine Keck. 
John’s older brother Phillip and wife Ann took in all 
the children and raised them with their own six 
children: Larry, JoEtta, Diana, Janice, Glenda and 


an a Tammy Keck. (This made twelve girls and two boys). 
o # Deceased — 11/07/1959 — Marion, Missouri 


PAST PRESIDENTS OF THE AUBURN ALUMNI 


ASSOCIATION 


The Auburn High School Alumni was organized June 21, 1919 
Louis Rupple (Class of 1917) was elected the First President. 


1954 — James Lowry 
1955 - 

1956 — DeLora Garrett Blanck 
1957 — Craig Birtell 

1958 — Forest Kresie 

1959 — Ivan Robinson 

1960 — Kenneth Henry 
1961 — 

1962 - 

1963 - Wayne Engler 

1964 — 

1965 — Upton Irwin 

1966 — Dale Gifford 

1967 — Harold Garwood 
1968 — Pearl Maus 

1969 — Minnie Gear Caulk 
1970 — Lucile Cellers 

1971 —O. Dale Bulkley 
1972 — James Lowry 

1973 — June Garrett Tucker 
1974 — Eugene Koci 

1975 — Jerry Engler 

1976 — Nancy Perry Crow 


1977 — Cheryl Brobst Cole 
1978 — Vernon Brobst 

1979 — Leonard Kelly 

1980 — Rose Hubbard Smith 
1981 — Dixie Renyer Jones 
1982 — Craig Birtell 


1983 — Linda Nickerson Schlessener 


1984 — Lois Perry Froelich 

1985 — Doris Harris Braunbeck 
1986 — Doris Harris Braunbeck 
1987 — Wanda Brobst Moore 
1988 — Wilson Duane Renyer 
1989 — Dorothy Koci Henderson 
1990 - Doryce Brobst Moore 
1991 — Jim Henderson 

1992 — Nancy Perry Crow 

1993 — Larry Briggs 

1994 — Gertrude Koci Bidwell 
1995 — Roberta Moore-Meinzer 
1996 — Jessie Shane Koci 

1997 — Pauline Madden Robinson 
1998 — Dorothy Yustick Holmes 
1999 — Rachella Bradley Briggs 


2000 — Mary Baxter Davis 

2001 — Jim Warkentine 

2002 - Donald Koci 

2003 — Virgil Koci 

2004 — Paul Brobst 

2005 — Evelyn Davis 

2006 — Patti Fisher 

2007 — Ed Fisher 

2008 — Maurice Mitchell 

2009 — Sherral Sherrets Clark 
2010 — Carolyn Blatt Warkentine 
2011 — Leonard Kelly 

2012 — Lois Smith Compton 
2013 — Shirley Birtell Carls 

2014 — Lewis Moore 

2015 - Maurice Copp 

2016 — Roberta Roberts Flaherty 
2017 — Malcolm Moore 

2018 - Sharon Havens Winrick 
2019 - Shirley Birtell Carls 


As you can see we are missing the 
names of 39 Presidents. If you have any 
of these names please let me know. 


Dorothy Holmes, 94, of Topeka, Kansas, 
passed away July 23, 2018 at Brookdale 
Senior Living Center. She was born on 
August 30, 1923, daughter of John A. 
Yustick Sr. and Anna G. Salek Yustick. 
Dorothy Graduated from Auburn High 
School in 1941. She married Charles 
Holmes on November 20, 1948 where 
together they had one son, Ronald “Ron” 
Holmes. Dorothy was a life long 
member at Christ the King Catholic 
Church. She was in charge of all of the 
funeral meals at the church since the 
beginning of time. She was most famous for her German 
Chocolate Cake, that she would also make for everyone’s 
birthday. She loved to bake and cook. Easter was Dorothy’s 
favorite holiday. “Aunt Dodo” was always in charge of Easter 
gatherings involving egg hunts, dinner, and choosing who got to 
dress up as the Easter Bunny. Dorothy is preceded in death by her 
husband Charles, on April 17, 2012, her son Ron on December 6, 
2010; three brothers, Edward Medved, Joseph Medved, and John 
Yustick Jr.; and sister Betty Jean Croucher. 

She is survived by her grandchildren, Kelsey Holmes, Garrett 
Holmes, and Scott Holmes, and one great grandchild, Grady 
Newton. As well as a host of many nieces and nephews. As her 
health declined, Dorothy was cared for by her four nieces in 
Topeka, Vicki, Linda, Terri, and Brenda. (Class of 1940) 


Donald E. Moore, who served as 
President and CEO of the Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden from 1980 to 1990, 
died on September 30th, 2018, 
surrounded by family at Lehigh Valley 
Hospital in Allentown, PA. He was 
ninety years old. Born in 1928 in 
Topeka, Kansas, he grew up in the 
nearby rural community of Auburn, 
Kansas, and was educated in the 
public schools there. He served in the 
United States Marine Corps for two years, 1946-48. He then 
attended Washburn University in Topeka and was graduated in 
1951. In his early career, he was a newspaper reporter at the 
Topeka Daily Capital and the Great Bend (Kan.) Daily Tribune, 
and then was editor of a home improvement magazine in 
Chicago. In 1955, he moved to New York to do publicity work 
for clients in the home remodeling field. He was president of the 
Downtown Brooklyn Development Association from 1968 to 
1978, president of the New York Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry from 1978 to 1980, and president of the Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden from 1980 to 1990. He and his wife, Susan 
Taylor Moore, retired in 1990 and moved to Tucson, Arizona. In 
2007 they moved to the Luther Crest retirement community in 
Allentown, PA, to be closer to their children and grandchildren. 
Mrs. Moore died on April 26, 2015. Mr. Moore is survived by his 
son, Stephen Moore (Christine), and daughter, Leslie Dennis 
(Patrick); by his four grandchildren-author Liz Moore; Rebecca 
Moore, MD; firefighter Douglas Dennis; and teacher Andrew 
Dennis-and by his seven great-grandchildren. A memorial service 
will be held in Crest Hall at Luther Crest at 1 p.m. on Monday, 
October 22nd. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden. 

(Class of 1946) 


Mary Delores (Dyche) Garrett, 91, 
Topeka, Kansas passed away Friday, 
September 14, 2018 at Lawrence, KS. 
She was born February 4, 1927 near 
Auburn, KS, the daughter of Arthur 
and Lulu Dickson Dyche. She 
graduated from Auburn High School in 
1945. Mary married Rex E. Garrett in 
May of 1946. He preceded her in death 
on July 8, 1977. She was also preceded 
in death by two other husbands, 
Clarence Lewis and Herbert Haller. 
Mary and Rex lived in Pauline, KS for 
many years. They built and operated 
Rex Trailer Court and raised her family there. Her passion was 
genealogy, traveling the nation pouring over courthouse records, 
walking cemeteries looking for lost relatives before the internet 
made it easy. She compiled many volumes of records on forgotten 
family ancestors and wrote highly detailed books about several 
families. The Mormon Church became aware of her collection, 
traveled to her home, copied quite a bit of her material and used 
some of it for the Ancestors.com database. She was a member of 
the Terra Heights Baptist Church in Topeka, KS. Survivors 
include three sons, Dennis D. (Susan) Garrett, Eudora, KS; 
Michael D. (Denise) Garrett, Wakarusa, KS; Kevin D. (Donna) 
Garrett, Topeka, KS; eight grandchildren, 15 great grandchildren, 
two brothers, Louis L. Dyche, Marysville, KS and Gerald C. 
Dyche, Ft. Myers, FL. (Class of 1945) 

(Class of 1947) 
Floyd Edwin Henderson, 89, 
entered his eternal reward 
Thursday, August 30th at his home 
near Maple Hill, Kansas. He was 
born March 5, 1929 in Wakarusa, 
Kansas the son of Sam and Hazel 
(Thompson) Henderson. Floyd was 
raised on the family farm east of 
Auburn on Urish Road and attended 
school at the Six Mile schoolhouse 
through eighth grade and graduated 
from Auburn Rural High School 
with the class of 1947. Floyd 
attended the Auburn Presbyterian Church as a boy, and came to 
faith... in his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ at a young age. Floyd 
was united in marriage with his high school sweetheart, Norma 
Louise Faulk, on May 2, 1948 at the Auburn Presbyterian 
Church. After their marriage, Floyd and Norma lived for five 
years on a farm on Wanamaker Road south of Topeka and then 
purchased a farm south of Willard in rural Wabaunsee County 
where they lived together for nearly 65 years. Floyd was a farmer 
and dairyman and was no stranger to hard work and clean 
living. He was rarely sick and never missed a morning or 
evening milking for 46 years. He had attended the Willard 
Baptist Church and was a member of the Dover Federated 
Church, where he served many years as a Sunday school teacher 
and as a member of the Church’s Governing Board at the time 
that the front expansion was built. Floyd loved congregational 
singing in church and would occasionally perform special music 
by singing, or playing trumpet or harmonica. He is survived by 
his wife, Norma of the home; a daughter Mary Lou and Arlyn 
“Frog” May of Rural Auburn; two sons, Lee “Joker” and Brenda 
Henderson of New Cambria, and Eric and Vicki Henderson of 
Topeka; nine grandchildren, two step grandchildren, twenty-one 
great-grandchildren, and six step great-grandchildren. Floyd was 
preceded in death by his parents, one sister, Reba Collins; and one 
brother, Richard Dean Henderson who died in infancy. 


Doris Mae Harris Braunbeck, 
85, of Carbondale, KS passed 
away Sunday, August 12, 2018, 
at Midland Hospice House 
surrounded by family and 
friends. She was born on August 
2, 1933, the daughter of Richard 
and Nina Harris, Auburn. She 
graduated from Auburn High 
School, and worked in 
secretarial positions until her 
retirement in 1994. She was a 
member of the USO and served 
as the president in 1951, where 
she met her husband Don. They would marry in 1955 and settle 
in Carbondale to raise their family. They were married for 51 
years before his passing. 

Doris was involved in many activities belonging to PTA, Pride, 
Town and Country Jills and serving as a Girls Scout leader for 12 
years. She was a member of St. Patrick’s Church in Scranton for 
over 50 years and remained active in the Altar Society. Known to 
all as a fabulous baker and cook, she was often in the kitchen 
whipping up something for a church event or card party. Many 
weekends were spent turning the ice cream freezer for homemade 
ice cream. She is survived by her children Vicky Neely, 
Overland Park, KS; Peggy Saunders (Greg), Topeka, KS; and 
Sally Conn (Bill), Topeka, KS; 10 grandchildren and 15 great- 
grandchildren; siblings Louise Tindell, Auburn, KS; Alice Schick 
(Darry), Tampa, FL, and John Harris (Patti), Ridgefield, WA. 
She is preceded in death by her husband, Don and an infant 
daughter, Linda. (Class of 1951) 


Joe C. Handley, 80, Topeka, 
Kansas, passed away Tuesday, 
June 5, 2018 at Midland 
Hospice House. Joe was born 
the son of Clifford (Tip) and 
Gladys (Deeringer) Handley on 
March 29, 1938 at his grandpa 
and grandma Deeringer's home 
just a few miles east of his 
parents' home. Joe graduated 
from Auburn High School in 
1956. He served in the United 
States Army for six years. He 
was employed at the Goodyear 
Tire and Rubber Company in 
Topeka for 42 years before 
retiring. He was a member of the #307 Rubber Workers Union 
and the Topeka Moose Lodge. Joe married his high school 
sweetheart, Faye Brobst on October 25, 1958 in Auburn, Kansas. 
After their marriage, they purchased a house located near his 
original birth place and have made their home there of over 57 
years. Survivors include his wife, Faye; children, Tammy (John) 
Hill, Holton, KS; Scottie (Melissa) Handley, Topeka, KS; 
Gregory (Rhonda) Handley, Grantville, KS; Tracy (Henry) Hill, 
Holton, KS; grandchildren, Brandon (Rachel) Hill, Cody (Dana) 
Hill, Jason Handley, Morgan (Levi) Starkey, Christa Hill, Billy 
Joe Hill; great grandchildren, Ryan, Jaxon and Conner Hill, 
Ashtyn Hill, Stetson and Colson Starkey; sister, Cyrella Birtell, 
Overbrook, KS and a brother, Chuck Handley, Overbrook, KS. 
He was preceded in death by his parents. (Class of 1956) 


Harry Kenneth Palmer, 80, Topeka, 
Kansas, passed away Friday, July 6, 
2018, at his home. Harry was born 
April 2, 1938, the son of Glenn and 
Florence Buchanan Palmer. He 
graduated from Auburn High 
School. Harry married Marlene 
Brobst on June 3, 1967. She 
preceded in him death on November 
8, 2013. He retired from Goodyear 
after 37 years. 

Harry loved to hunt, fish and play 
golf. He was a member of the local 
307 Rubber Workers Union and 
Wild Turkey Federation. He was a lifetime member of the NRA 
and a founding member of the Auburn Lions Club. Harry is 
survived by his son, Larry Palmer; daughters, Janet Kraus (Ray), 
Mary Ginter (Curt) and Tammy Palmer; grandchildren, Brian 
Kraus (Jessica), Amanda Buchmeier (Tyrel) and Nicolle Greene 
(James); twelve great-grandchildren; and brother, Robert Palmer 
(Judy). He was preceded in death by his son, Gary Peterson, 
grandchildren, Chris Ginter and Travis Johnson, and brother, 
Dean Palmer. (Class of 1957) 


{ i 
(Class of 1958) 

James Duane Warkentine, 78, Auburn, Kansas passed away 
Saturday, July 7, 2018 at Midland Hospice House. 
He was born January |, 1940 at Meade, KS, the son of William 
and Frances L. Smith Warkentine. He graduated from Auburn 
High School in 1958. He retired as a brick and stone mason with 
the local BAC after 40 years of service. He loved to fish and 
camp. His favorite hobby was his workshop, where he made 
birdhouses with all of his grandchildren, to shelves, tables, 
cabinets and furniture. He was a active member of the Auburn 
United Methodist Church and served on several committees. He 
was a basketball, baseball and softball coach for all his children. 
He loved being a grandpa, he took every opportunity to teach 
them something new, instill values and spend as much time as he 
could with them. 
James married Carolyn Virginia Blatt on November 4, 1960 in 
Auburn, KS. She preceded him in death on September 6, 2017. 
He was also preceded in death by his parents and two sisters, 
Joyce Robinson and Neva Garrett. 
Survivors include three children, Jed (Pam) Warkentine, Joel 
(Judy) Warkentine, Janell (Stacy) Howbert, 10 grandchildren, 
Nichole (Daniel) Myers, William (Stephanie) Warkentine, Kahla 
(Luke) McClure, Kristen Woodall, Kelsey (Thad) Warkentine- 
Diamond, Abby Warkentine, Colby Akers, Daltin Akers, Jordan 
(Stacha) Howbert, Dustin (Kat) Howbert, 13 great grandchildren, 
two sisters, Pamela McLucas and Gayla Surovik. 


Auburn High School History 


In the year 1909 the first election for a high school was held. 
It was decided that the District of Auburn should build a new 
two-room building; one room for the lower grades, the other for 
two or three of the higher grades and two years of high school. 
The school was carried on under the supervision of two teachers 
until 1915, when two rooms in the basement were prepared, and 
there were three teachers on the faculty. In the spring of 1916 
an election was held for the purpose of extending the high 
school district to the entire township of Auburn. This was 
defeated, but in 1917 another election was held with a change in 
the boundaries of the proposed district. The high school won. 

A high school board was chosen. In the summer of 1918 another 
election was held in order that a site for a new high school 
building might be found. The strip of land west of the First 
Presbyterian church was chosen. The building was started and 
the part that now stands was finished during the month of 
January, 1919. The high school work had been carried on in the 
hall above Emerson’s store and in the basement of the grade 
school building during the fall and early winter. 


We entered the new high school on the morning of January 27, 
1919. Our dream has partly come true. We believe that the rest 
of the building will be completed in the near future. 


Susanna Whitten, Class of 1919 


Class of 1945... 


Class of 1946... 


Class of 1948.. 


Class of 1949... 


Class of 1950... 


Class of 1951... 


Class of 1952... 


Class of 1953.. 


Class of 1954... 


Class of 1955... 


Class of 1956... 


Eugene Koci & son Milton Koci 

Margaret Brobst Layman & daughter Elaine 
Winifred (Winnie) Mitchell 

Russell Koci 

Ted Birtell 


Donald (Doc) Koci & wife Shirley 
Jessie Shane Koci 
Grace Ross 


Lois Perry Froelich 


John Bayless and wife Lori 

Betty Zirkle Billings & daughter Cindy Barnes 
Robert (Bob) Henderson 

Dorothy Koci Henderson 

Leora Renyer Milligan & husband Don 
Richard Smerchek & wife Marie 

Louise Harris Tindell 


Max Birtell & daughter Emily Gardyasz 

DeLora Garrett Blanck 

Shirley Birtell Carls & husband Dale 

Marvin Brobst & daughter Rebecca Jones 
& grandson Kris Jones 

Virgil Koci 

Claudette Winrick Kohn & husband Deane 


Maurice Mitchell 
Charles Renyer 


Lois Smith Compton & daughter Pat Bogue 
Leonard Kelly & his wife Norma 
Gary Loveland 


Class of 1957... 


Class of 1958... 


Class of 1959... 


Class of 1960... 


Class of 1961... 


Class of 1962... 


Class of 1963.. 


Class of 1964... 


Class of 1965.... 


Class of 1966... 


Class of 1967...... 


Class of 1969... 


Guests: Pete 


CLASSMATES WHO. 
ARE ATTENDING 
TONIGHT 


Gertrude Koci Bidwell & husband Don 
Rachella Bradley Briggs 

Mary Baxter Davis 

Jerry Koci and Susie Dillner 

Lee Palmer & his wife Judy 


Sharon Havens Winrick & husband Ray 
Gale Atherton & his wife Sue 


Dean Robinson 
Corinne Robinson 


John Birtell & wife Ginger 
Vernon (Vern) Brobst 


Evelyn Davis 

Jane Henderson Roberts 
Linda Nickerson Schlesener & 
husband Cal 


.David Marple 
Carole Shane Marple 
Anne Crouch Patton 


Jerry Engler 
Mike LaRue & his wife Shari 


Maurice Copp 

Eugene Childers & his wife Linda 

Bobbie Roberts Flaherty & guest 
Jenny Wymore 


Steven Jenkins 
Joyce Jenkins 


Malcolm Moore & wife Patsy Bartee 


Daniel Henderson & his wife Marcia 
Christine Tillman 


i} 
As of 5/23/2019 


and Romona Copp subject to change 


